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Concerned Citizen:

The Upper W illamette Resource Area of the Eugene District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has

com pleted the Environmental Assessment (EA) for a request from  W eyerhaeuser Company (W eyco) to

acquire new legal access over an existing BLM controlled road and to construct three spur roads on BLM

land which are not covered under an existing right-of-way agreement.  In addition, BLM is proposing to

rem ove 320 acres of W eyco land from  one existing agreem ent and add it to another agreem ent.

You have expressed an interest in receiving copies of Environmental Assessments for district projects. 

Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment for your review and any comments.  Public notice of

this action is being published in the Eugene Register Guard on May 21, 2003.  The public comment period

will end on June 5, 2003.  If you have any questions concerning this proposal, please feel free to call Don

Meckley at 683-6972.

Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the

district office, 2890 Chad Drive, Eugene, Oregon during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.),

Monday through Friday, except holidays, and may be published as part of the EA or other related documents. 

Individual respondents may request confidentiality.  If you wish to withhold your name and address from

public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, you must state this prominently at the

beginning of your written com ment.  Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law.  A ll

submissions from organizations or businesses and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives

or off icials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their entirety.

Sincerely,

Emily Rice, Field Manager

Upper W illamette Resource Area

Enclosure
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ENVIRON MENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. OR090-03-10 

Amendm ent to O&C Logging Road Right-o f-Way Permi t  E-476 

and Right-o f-Way & Road U s e Agreement E-476

1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Reciproca l ag reem en ts  were  or ig ina l ly deve loped to reso lve prob lems  created by the checkerb oard

ownersh ip  pattern  o f Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and pr ivate  lands  in  Wes tern Oregon. 

Prior to 1950, many pr ivate  lan dow ners  would not grant access  ri gh ts  to the Uni ted States  across

the i r lands  and m os t BLM lands  had no lega l  access .  The reciproca l  ag reem en ts  have provided the

m echani s m for bo th par ties  to s im ul taneous ly s ecure  the lon g-term  access  ri gh ts  they need to

rea ch and manage  the i r in terming led l ands .  A second major  goa l  o f the regu la tions  creating

reciproca l  ag reem en ts  was  to avo id du pl icate  road s ys tem s  by provid ing the m echani s m for two

par ties  to s hare  roads  in  comm on.  Much  of the exis t ing forest road system  in the Eugene Di s trict

has  been const ructed under the provis ions  o f reciproca l  ag reem en ts .

The Proposed  Action invo lves  the amendm ent o f an exis t ing reciproca l  r ight-o f-way ag reem en t. 

The Bureau of Land Management has  entered in to a number  o f s uch  ag reem en ts  in  the pas t under

regula tions  in  43 Code of Federa l Regula tions  (CFR) 2812, wh ich  were  f irs t iss ued in  1950.  A

reciproca l  agreement is  compos ed of two s ep arate  do cum en ts : (1) a  Right-o f-Way and Road U s e

Agreement , wh ich  is  a  form  of non-exc lus ive easem ent granting ri gh ts  to the Uni ted States  to us e

roads  contro l led by the pr ivate  lan dow ners  (Permi t tee) and to con s truct new roads  over land owned

by the Permi t tee for the purpos e of reach ing publ ic (BLM) land; and (2) an Oregon & Cal i forn ia

(O&C) Logging Road Right-o f-Way Permi t  that gran ts  ri gh ts  to the Permi t tee to us e roads

contro l led by the Uni ted States  and to con s truct new roads  over pub l ic land admin is tered by BLM

for the purpos e of access ing Permi t tee l ands .  The roads  and lands  over wh ich  ri gh ts  have been

granted are  spec i f ica l ly l i s ted in  schedules  wh ich  are  a ttached to the Agreement and Permi t

do cum en ts .  In  add i tion, m os t reciproca l  ag reem en ts  inc lude an Exhib i t C map  showing  the lands

and roads  o f ea ch pa rty to the ag reem en t.  In  m os t BLM Eugene Di s trict reciproca l  ag reem en ts ,

ri gh ts  have been granted in  pe rpetu ity.

1.2 PURPO SE OF  AND NEED FOR THE PROPO SED ACTION

The Eugene Di s trict Re s ou rce Management P lan (RMP) di rects  the Eugene BLM to cons ider new

locations  for r ight-o f-way proj ec ts  on a case-by-case  bas i s .  Appl ications  may be approved whe re

the appl icant can de m on s tra te that us e o f an exis t ing route  or corr idor would not be feas ib le , the

proposed pro je ct would o therwise  be cons is tent wi th the RMP, and would min im ize damage  to the

en viron m en t.

Weyerhaeuser Company (Weyco), the Permi t tee, has  requested Amendm ent No. 4  to O&C Logging

Road Right-o f-Way Permi t  E-476 and Right-o f-Way & Road U s e Agreement E-476 in  order to
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acqu ire  lega l  access  to approximate ly 124 acres  o f its  land over an exis t ing BLM road and three

s hort  s eg m en ts  o f new road to be const ructed across  publ ic land.  In  add i tion, the BLM would l i ke

to transfer exis t ing ri gh ts  to 320 acres  o f Weyco land from Right-o f-Way and Road U s e Agreement

E-340 to Right-o f-Way and Road U s e Agreement E-476.

The lega l  location o f the proposed amendm ent would be for the Row River 7105 area:  T. 20 S., R. 2

W., Sections  35 and 36, for the McCauley Creek area:  T. 20 S., R. 1  W., Section 31, and for the

Culp Creek area:  T. 21 S., R. 1  W., Section 26.

Weyco has  lega l  access  to its  lands  wi thout acqui ring addi tiona l  access  from the BLM.  U s e of

Weyco’s  current access  would requ ire  new road const ruction over undes i rab le  topography or

requ ire  downhi l l  logg ing to harves t its  land.  Acqui ring new access  over an exis t ing BLM road is

needed to provide for better road location, a l low for uph i l l  logg ing, and red uce  im pa cts  to so i l  and

water.  Const ructing roads  across  BLM land is  needed to lo ca te the roads  on predominately

r idgetop ter ra in , ins tead of mids lope locations  that invo lve s t ream cross ings,  inc lud ing the main

stem  of McCauley Cre ek.

Due to the recent merger o f Wil la m ette  Indust r ies , Inc. and Weyerhaeuser Company, the BLM

would l i ke to remove 320 acres  o f land from one exis t ing agreement and add i t to  another

ag reem en t.  Th is  action needs  to occur to refle ct the current land ownersh ip  and to rea l ign the

ag reem en ts  in  an admin is tra tive fash ion.  It would g ive the BLM continued us e of exis t ing roads  on

Weyco lands  and the r ight to con s truct roads , i f needed, in  the fu ture .  Th is  action would have no

envi ronmenta l effe ct.

1.3 CONFO RM ANCE WI TH LAND USE PLANS

This  Envi ronmenta l Analys is  (EA) is  tie red to and in  con form an ce wi th the Reco rd o f Dec ision

(ROD) for Am en dm en ts to Forest Servi ce and Bureau of Land Management P lann ing Do cum en ts

wi th in the Range of the Northe rn Spotted Owl , Apr i l 1994 and the Eugene Di strict Reco rd o f

Dec ision and Re sou rce Management P lan (RMP), .  The RMP a l lows  for granting access  across

publ ic land in  order to rea ch pr ivate  l ands .

1.4 ISSUES TO BE ANALY ZED

! Impacts on Water Quality:  Would water qu al ity be impacted by road const ruction, road us e

or timber  harvest ing activi ties?

! Impacts on Threatened & Endange re d Species :  What are  the im pa cts  to threatened and

endangered spec ies  from road const ruction, road us e or timber  harvest ing activi ties?
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2.0 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

2.1 PROPO SED ACTION:  Le g a l Acce ss a n d Road  C o n st r u ct io n  o n  BLM  La n d s

The proposed action is  to amend  O&C Logging Road Right-o f-Way Permi t  E-476 and Right-o f-Way

and  Road U s e Agreement E-476, as  descr ibed in  the a ttached draft  amendm ent do cum en t.

The amendm ent would accompl is h the fo l lowing dis cretiona ry actions:

Acqui re new lega l  access  over exis t ing roads :

Action 1 . Add a BLM contro l led segm ent o f exis t ing Road No. 20 -2 -36.1  in Sections  35 and 36,

T. 20 S., R. 2  W., W.M. to Schedule 1 , U. S. Lands .  The addi tion, a long wi th Action 2

descr ibed be low, would a l low the Permi t tee in  the future to us e th is  road, in  acco rda nce

wi th the provis ions  o f Agreement E-476 and Permi t  E-476, to have perpetua l  access  to 43

acres,  approximate ly, o f its  land in  the NE¼ Section 2 , T. 21 S., R. 2  W., W.M.

Weyco currently has  lega l  access  to the tract over its  own lands  to the s ou th and ea s t. 

Weyco proposes  to us e the s ub je ct road, and con s truct a  new spur  road, descr ibed in

Action 2 be low, to avo id new road const ruction over undes i rab le  topography on its  own

land.  The addi tion o f the BLM road segm ent would not author ize new road const ruction on

Bureau l ands .

Co ns truct new spur  roads :

Action 2 . Add a fi fty- foot w ide s tr ip o f BLM land, des ignated as  Weyco Road 7125, 333 feet in

length, in  the SW¼SE¼ of Section 35, T. 20 S., R. 2  W., W.M. to Schedule 1 , U. S.

Lands .  The addi tion would a l low the Permi t tee in  the future to con s truct a  new road, in

acco rda nce  wi th the provis ions  o f Agreement E-476 and Permi t  E-476,  to  have perpetua l

access  to 43 acres,  approximate ly, o f its  land in  the NE¼ Section 2 , T. 21 S., R. 2  W.,

W.M.

Action 3 . Add two fi fty- foot w ide s t r ips  o f BLM land, des ignated as  Weyco Spurs  A and B, 109 feet

and 161 feet in  length, respective ly, in  Government Lot 12 and SW¼SE¼ of Section 31,

T. 20 S., R. 1  W., W.M. to Schedule 1 , U. S. Lands .  The addi tion would a l low the

Permi t tee in  the future to con s truct two new roads , in  acco rda nce  wi th the provis ions  o f

Agreement E-476 and Permi t  E-476, to have perpetua l  access  to 81 acres,  approximate ly,

o f its  land in  the NE¼ and NE¼NW¼ Section 6 , T. 21 S., R. 1  W., W.M.

Weyco currently has  lega l  access  to the tract over its  own lands  to the s ou th and we s t.

Weyco proposes  to con s truct the two new spur  roads  to avo id new road const ruction over

undes i rab le  topography on its  own land, inc lud ing cross ing the main  s tem  of McCauley

Creek and sm al ler tr ibutar ies , and to bypas s  downhi l l  logg ing.

Transfer o f permi t tee land between exis t ing ag reem en ts :

Remove 320 acres  o f Weyco land, located in  S½ Section 26, T. 21 S., R. 1  W., from Right-o f-Way

and Road U s e Agreement E-340 and add th is  land to Schedule 2 , Permi t tee Lands , o f R ight-o f-Way

and Road U s e Agreement E-476.  The addi tion would a l low the Bureau to us e exis t ing roads  and/or

con s truct new roads  across  these  Permi t tee lands  to access  publ ic l ands .

Th is  action would not add any ri gh ts  that have not a l ready been granted.    Th is  action is

admin is tra tive in  nature, and would not have any envi ronmenta l im pa cts .  Any future BLM road us e

or new const ruction would be ass ess ed by s ep arate  NEPA anal ys es , pr ior to making  a dec is ion  to

approve s uch  future road us e or const ruction.
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Proje ct  D e s ig n  Fe ature s:

The road des ign  features  would inc lude the ap prop riate  Best Management Practices  d iscus sed  in

the Eugene Di s trict RMP (Appendix G, Pages  56-6 0).  The road const ruction on BLM land would

cons i s t o f three spur  roads , to ta l ing approximate ly 603 feet in  length, 17 feet in wid th , a  12 -in ch

de pth  o f c rushed  rock s urface  course,  wi th a  3- foot w ide d i tch l ine, and a maximum  grad ient o f 8%.

Under the amended  permi t ag reem en t, Weyco would be requ i red to reques t term s  and condi tions  o f

us e from BLM pr ior to us ing  the BLM road segm ent for hau l ing or o ther ac tivi ties ,  inc lud ing road

const ruction on BLM land, that may dis turb spot ted ow ls .  A por tion o f the road segm ent proposed

for us e under Action 1 , and the locations  o f the proposed road const ruction under Actions  2 and 3,

are  wi th in 0 .25 mi le  o f su i tab le spot ted owl  ha bi tat.   The term s  and condi tions  would inc lude a

seas onal  res t ric tion on these  activi ties  dur ing the cri tica l nest ing per iod from March  1 to Ju ly 15. 

The rest ric tion may be waived, i f surveys  in  a  g iven year in di ca te spot ted owls  are  not nest ing or

that no young are  pres en t.

2.1 ALTERNATIVE N o . 1 :  No  Ac ti on

Under the No Action a l ternative, the amendm ent would not be approved and WeyCo would have to

develop access  across  its  own land.  Th is  would enta i l  major  road const ruction over undes i rab le

topography and four s t ream cross ings,  inc lud ing s t ream cross ings  over the lower and midd le  fork o f

McCauley Cre ek.  It i s  es t imated that const ruction would requ ire  a roadway le ng th o f greater than

one mi le .   It i s  ass umed  that th is  deve lopment would ne ces s ita te a downhi l l  logg ing s ys tem .  Also,

based  on the e levation o f the Weyco lands  o f l es s  than 2000 fee t, i t i s  ass umed  that the downhi l l

logg ing system  would be employed dur ing the win ter seas on.

Under the No Action a l ternative, the transfer o f BLM’s  exis t ing ri gh ts  to Weyco land from Ri gh t-o f-

Way and Road U s e Agreement E-340 to Right-o f-Way and Road U s e Agreement E-476 would not

occur.
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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

3.1 Soil  a n d Wate r  Re sour ce s

Action 1 (Acqui re access  on Road No. 20-2 -36.1):

Road No. 20 -2 -36.1  has  a crushed  rock s urface  cours e that was  bu i l t by BLM and is  main ta ined to

BLM s tandards .  The road is  located in  the upper por tion o f the Sm ith  Creek dra inage wi th in the Row

River 5 th Fie ld Watershed.  The road is  hydro log ica l ly connected to two non- fish  bear ing tr ibutar ies

of Sm ith  Cre ek.  The road has  ad eq ua te rock depth, is  main ta ined on a routine cyc le , and has

suf fic ient d i tch l ine re l ie f dra inage.  Th is  road would be u ti l i zed to hau l  timber  and crushed  rock

m ateri al s , and for admin is tra tive access  to Weyco l ands .

Action 2 (Co ns truct Road 712 5):

The proposed Weyco Road 7125 on BLM land is  located on a gentle  r idge top, between1750 ' and

1760 ' in  e levation, in  the upper por tion o f the Sm ith  Creek dra inage wi th in the Row River 5 th Fie ld

Watershed.  The proposed road would be const ructed a t 0% to 5% grad ie nt,  and would invo lve l i ttle

to no cut and fi l l .  The topographic location is  very s tab le .  The dra inage from the new road

const ruction would be away from the exis t ing BLM Road No. 20-2-36.1 .  The so i ls  w i th in the ri gh t-

o f-way are  predominately in  the Peavine s eri es :  moderate ly deep (20-40 inch es ), wel l  dra ined, s il ty

c lay l oam s .

There  are  no wetlands  wi th in the proposed r ight-o f-way and no s tream s  located wi th in one s i te tree

of the proposed r ight-o f-way.

Action 3 (Co ns truct Spurs  A & B):

The proposed Weyco Spurs  A and B on BLM land are  located on gentle  r idge top and gentle  to

m od erate  s l opes , between1550 ' and 1620 ' in  e levation, in  the McCauley Creek dra inage wi th in the

Row River 5 th Fie ld Watershed.  The proposed roads  would be const ructed a t 0% to 8% grad ie nt.  

The so i ls  w i th in the r ights-o f -way are  predominately in  the Ri tner and Bel lp ine s eri es :  moderate ly

deep (20-40 inch es ), wel l  dra ined, and cobbly s il ty c lay loam s  and s il ty c lay l oam s , respective ly.

There  are  no wetlands  in , or ad jacent to , the proposed r ights-o f -way.  The r ights-o f -way are  not

located wi th in the Ripar ian Reserves  o f any s tream s .

3.2 Th re ate n e d  a n d Endange re d  Spe cie s

3.2 .1  Northern Spotted Owl (Strix  occ identalis  caur ina)

Actions  1 and 2 (Acqui re access  on Road No. 20 -2 -36.1  & con s truct Road 712 5):

Known or suspected occurrences of spotted owls in the  survey area:  Pri vate  pa rty in format ion

on any survey or moni tor ing that may have occurred wi th in or near the proposed Weyco harves t is

unknown.  BLM in format ion ind icates  there  are  no known permanent spot ted owl  s i tes  on BLM land

wi th in 1.2  mi les  o f the proposed Weyco harves t or the BLM actions.

Habitat:

The proposed BLM actions  are  wi th in des ignated Cr i tica l Habi ta t Uni t (CHU) OR-21.  The proposed

Weyco harves t is  ad jacent to th is  CHU.  The CHU currently has  750 acres  o f su i tab le hab i ta t and

300 acres  o f d ispers a l  ha bi tat.   The proposed Road 7125 is  located wi th in d ispers a l  ha bi tat.   There

is  a  s tand of unsurveyed su i tab le nest ing habi ta t w i th in 200 feet o f the proposed road const ruction

on BLM land and wi th in 0 .25 mi le  o f a  por tion o f Road No. 20-2-36.1 .  Weyco would be harvest ing

d ispers a l  ha bi tat:   43 acres  o f 41 year o ld t im ber.
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Action 3 (Co ns truct Spurs  A & B):

Known or suspected occurrences of spotted owls in the  survey area:  Pri vate  pa rty in format ion

on any survey or moni tor ing that may have occurred wi th in or near the proposed Weyco harves t is

unknown.  Spur A would be located approximate ly 0 .25 mi le  from a s tand of su i tab le nest ing

ha bi tat;  the s tand is  the core  area for the Sm ith  Creek East owl  s i te (MSNO #01 47A), wi th the s i te

center located approximate ly 0 .50 mi le  from Spur A.  Spur B would be located approximate ly 0 .25

mi le  from a s tand of su i tab le nest ing ha bi tat;  the s tand is  the core  area for the McCauley Creek owl

s i te (MSNO#21 08),  wi th the s i te center located approximate ly 0 .75 mi le  from Spur B.

Habitat:

The proposed BLM action is  w i th in des ignated Cr i tica l Habi ta t Uni t (CHU) OR-21.  The proposed

Weyco harves t is  ad jacent to th is  CHU.  The CHU currently has  750 acres  o f su i tab le hab i ta t and

300 acres  o f d ispers a l  ha bi tat.   Spur A would not be located wi th in d ispers a l  hab i ta t on BLM land;

the s tand age is  30 years .  Spur B would run through a s tand on BLM land wi th a  bi rthda te o f 1900. 

How ever, the proposed route  takes  advantage of an o ld tractor road whe re the trees  to be removed

are  l es s  than  80 years  o f age.  Weyco would be harvest ing su i tab le ha bi tat:   81 acres  o f 80 to 100

year o ld t im ber.

3.2 .2  Northern Bald Eagle  (Haliaee tus  leucocephalus)

About 370 acres  o f the 800 acres  des ignated as  Bald Eagle Habi ta t Areas  (BEHA) in  the vic in i ty o f

Dorena Reservo i r are  currently o lder than 100 years  and are  cons idered potentia l  nest ing or w in ter

roos t ha bi tat.

Two pai rs  o f ba ld eag les  present ly have ne s ts  ass oc ia ted wi th Dorena Res ervoir.   Bo th ne s ts  are

beyond 1.5  mi les  from the proposed action.

Al l  por tions  o f the proposed action are  0.5  mi le  or greater from the neares t BEHA.

Fisher ies

No threatened or endangered (T&E) spec ies  occur in  the area o f the proposed action.  The vic in i ty is

located above the Dorena Reservo i r Dam .  No known T&E spec ies  occur above the dam .

Botany

No threatened or endangered (T&E) spec ies  occur in  the area o f the proposed action.

3.3 Surv e y a n d M a n ag e  Spe cie s

Crater Lake Tightcoil  (Pr ist iloma ar ct icum  crater is)

Action 1 (Acqui re access  on Road No. 20-2 -36.1):

Mol lus k spec ies  would not be a ffec ted on BLM lands  becaus e no habi ta t modi f ica tion would occur.

Actions  2 and 3 (Co ns truct Road 7125 and Spurs  A & B):

The proposed roads  are  be low 2000 ' e levation, therefore, no surveys  are  requ i red (Survey Protocol

for  Survey and Manage  Terrestr ia l Mollusk Species from the  Northwest Forest Plan, Vers ion

3.0, 2003, Duncan, Burke, Dowlan, and Hoh enl ohe ).
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Red Tree Vole  (Arbor imus  longicaudus aka Phena com ys longicaudus)

Action 1 (Acqui re access  on Road No. 20-2 -36.1):

Red tree vo les  would not be a ffec ted on BLM lands  becaus e no habi ta t modi f ica tion would occur.

Actions  2 and 3 (Co ns truct Road 7125 and Spurs  A & B):

There  is  no habi ta t for proposed Spur A.  The locations  o f proposed Road 7125 and Spur B conta in

poor qu al ity hab i ta t becaus e the routes  would take advantage of o ld tractor roads .  Surveys  were

conducted and no red tree vo le ne s ts  were  found wi th in the proposed r ight-o f-ways.

Fungi

The pro je ct area is  w i th in the range of,  but does  not conta in ap prop riate  hab i ta t for Bondarzewia

mesenterica. No surveys  are  therefore  requ i red; how ever, surveys  for o ther spec ies  in  October 2002

confi rmed  the la ck o f hab i ta t and s i tes  o f th is  perennia l Survey and Manage fungus.

Bryophytes

Of the Component  2  ( "survey before  ground-d is turb ing ac tivity") s peci es , the proposed action and

al ternatives  are  wi th in the known range of and conta in su i tab le hab i ta t for Schis tostega pe nn ata  and

 Tetraph is gen icu la ta .  Surveys  were  conducted as  d i rected in  current pro toco ls  and no sens i tive

bryop hyte spec ies  were  detected.

Liche ns

Of the Component  2  ( "survey before  ground-d is turb ing ac tivity") s peci es , the proposed action and

al ternatives  are  wi th in the known range of,  and cou ld poss ib ly conta in , su i tab le hab i ta t for Bryoria

tor tuosa, Hypogymnia  dupl icata , Leptog ium  b urnetiae  var ie ty h i rsutum, Leptog ium  cyan esce ns,

Lob ar ia l in i ta , P la tismat ia lacunosa, Pseudocyphel lar ia ra in ierens is , and  Ramal ina  thrausta . 

Surveys  were  conducted as  d i rected in  current pro toco ls  and no sens i tive l ichen spec ies  were

detected.    

Vascular  plants

Of the Component  2  ( "survey before  ground-d is turb ing ac tivity") s peci es , the proposed action and

al ternatives  are  wi th in the known range of,  and poss ib ly conta in , su i tab le hab i ta t for Botrych ium

montanum  and Cypriped ium  m ontanum .  Surveys  were  conducted as  d i rected in  current pro toco ls . 

Though la te in  the seas on, pl an ts  were  detectab le , and no sens i tive vascu lar p lant spec ies  were

detected.
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

This  incorporates  the analys is  o f cumulat ive effe cts  in  the USD A, Forest Servi ce and the U SD I ,

Bureau of Land Management Fina l  Supplementa l  Envi ronmenta l Im pa ct Sta tement on Management

of Hab i ta t for Late-Successiona l  and Old -Gro wth Rela ted Species Wi th in the Range of the Northe rn

Spotted Owl  (NSO FSEIS), Februa ry, 1994, (Cha pters  3 & 4) and the Eugene Di strict Proposed

Re sou rce Management P lan/Envi ronmenta l Im pa ct Sta tement  (RMP EIS), Novem ber, 1994 (Chapter

4).  The Proposed  Action and a l ternatives  would not have cumulat ive effe cts  on resources  beyond

those  analyzed in  the do cum en ts .  The fo l lowing analys is  has  a cumulat ive effe cts  sect ion that

s up pl em en ts  those  analyzed in  the do cum en ts , and provides  s i te-spec i fic in format ion par ticu lar to

the actions  cons idered here.

The Proposed  Action and a l ternatives  would have envi ronmenta l effe cts .  How ever, none of the

a l ternatives  would have effe cts  beyond those  descr ibed in  the RMP EIS and the NSO FSEIS. 

Im pa cts  based  upon s i te spec i f ic ana lys is  o f the a l ternatives  are  shown  be low.

4.1 Propose d  Ac ti on

4.1 .1  Iss ue No. 1: Road Construct ion, Road Use and Timber Harvesting Impacts on Water

Quality

Di rect and In di rect Effects:

Road Const ruction:  The proposed spur  roads  would not c ross  any channels  and no s t ream

channels  are  wi th in 200 feet o f the new const ruction area.  No im pa cts  to s t ream temperature,

r iparian vegetation, or channel s tab il ity are  expected from the action on federa l land.  No im pa ct to

low flows, water yie ld , turbi di ty, or peak flows  are  expected.  The road const ruction would not

extend the exis t ing s t ream ne twork.

U s e of Exis t ing R oads :  The haul  route  would be over paved roads , except for 2½ to 3½ mi les  from

the coun ty road to the vic in i ty o f new road const ruction whe re the s urface  cours e is  c rushed  rock. 

The action would increase  tra ffic over the exis t ing roads  for the s hort  term  dur ing the per iod o f hau l . 

A s l ight  increase  in  eros ion  and sed im entation is  probable from the increased  us e of exis t ing roads

dur ing the per iod o f hau l .  How ever, due to the mainta ined condi tion o f the grave l  s urface  course,

sed im ent im pa cts  are  expected to be minor  and loca l ized.  Eros ion  from the exis t ing roads  is

expected to be low.

It is  un l ike ly that the Proposed  Action would retard  a tta inment o f the Aquatic Conservation Stra tegy

(ACS) Objectives  becaus e the exis t ing roads  are  grave led or paved and becaus e no s t ream

channels  are  wi th in 200 feet o f the cl os es t fi fty- foot w ide s t r ip .  The Proposed  Action would not

affect spat ia l  or tempora l  conn ec tivity; the aquatic s ys tem ; ins t ream flows; floodpla in inundation;

spec ies  compos i tion or s t ructura l di vers ity o f aquatic p lant comm uni ties ;  nor hab i ta t for r iparian-

dependent s peci es .

Timber  Harvest ing:  Timber  harvest ing on federa l ownersh ip  would be confined to three fi fty- foot w ide

st r ips  o f land for a  to ta l  le ng th o f 603 feet w i th in the c learing li m its  for new road const ruction.  The

st r ips  o f land are  not hydro log ica l ly connected to any s tream s  or wetlands, therefore  no im pa ct to

water qu al ity is  expected.

Cu m ul ative  Effects:

Road const ruction on BLM land would add approximate ly 0 .25 acres  o f permanent compaction to

th is  watershed.  Road const ruction on pr ivate  land would add approximate ly 2 .05 acres  o f

permanent compaction to th is  watershed.  Th is  would increase  the cumulat ive im pa ct o f compaction
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to the Row River Watershed by a sm al l  degree re la tive to the to ta l  road netwo rk in  the watershed. 

The location o f the new roads  would be on a r idgetops  and s lopes  o f low grad ie nt.   No cumulat ive

im pa cts  to water qu al ity are  expected from road const ruction or exis t ing road use.

Timber  harves t des ign  features  would be in  con form an ce wi th the revised  Oregon Forest Practices

Act.  Rates  o f so i l  d isp lacem ent and eros ion  would be lower under the Proposed  Action than the No

Action a l ternative due to an uphi l l  yard ing s ys tem .  Potentia l  eros ion  and the consequentia l  del ivery

of sed im ent by over land flow to ad jacent s tream s  would be l es s  under the Proposed  Action than the

No Action a l ternative.

4.1 .2  Iss ue No. 1: Road Construct ion, Road Use and Timber Harvesting Impacts on

Threatened & Endange re d Species

Northern Spotted Owl

Di rect & In di rect Effects:

Action 1  (Acqui re access  on Road No. 20-2 -36.1):

The BLM action may affe ct, but is  not l i ke ly to adverse ly affect spot ted owls  due to di s turba nce

from timber  and crushed  rock mater ia ls  hau l ing across  the exis t ing BLM road, becaus e no haul ing

would occur dur ing the cri tica l nest ing per iod i f nest ing owls  were  pres en t.  It would have no effect

due to hab i ta t modi f ica tion on BLM land as  the action would author ize on ly permi t ted road use.

Actions  2 & 3 (Co ns truct Road 7125 and Spurs  A & B):

The BLM action may affe ct, but is  not l i ke ly to adverse ly affect spot ted owls  due to di s turba nce

from road const ruction and subs equent hau l ing.  No operations  would occur dur ing the cri tica l

nest ing per iod i f nest ing owls  were  pres en t.  No su i tab le nes t trees  ( trees  greater than 80 years  o f

age) would be removed due to road const ruction.

Cu m ul ative  Effects:

The cumulat ive effe cts  o f hab i ta t removal  by the BLM and Weyco actions  would be to fragment and

degrade the ava i lab le d ispers a l  hab i ta t in  the area; the CHU would continue to function for

d ispers a l , but spot ted owls  would have l es s  area in  wh ich  to forage and be a t greater ri s k o f

predation from other raptors .

Weyco would be harvest ing 43 acres  o f 41 year o ld timber  from the Row River 7105 harves t area and

81 acres  o f 80 to 100 year o ld timber  from the McCauley Creek harves t area.  Bo th o f the areas  are

wi th in the South  Wil la m ette /No rth  Umpqua  Area of Concern.  Present ly, d ispers a l  hab i ta t is  not

l imi ted.  Viewing d ispers a l  hab i ta t as  defined by the 11-40 s tandard:  i .e . forest s tands  having an

average tree d iameter a t breas t he ight (4½ fee t) o f 11 inches  or greater wi th a  min im um  of 40%

canopy c losure, bo th quar ter townships  in  the vic in i ty are  over 50%.  The township  20S-02W SE¼ is

currently a t 54% (869/1,624 acres ); the township  20S-01W SW¼ is  currently a t 74% (697/937

acres ).

The McCauley Creek harves t un i t m os t l i ke ly provides  forag ing habi ta t for the Sm ith  Creek East and

McCauley Creek owl  s i tes .  Bo th o f the owl  s i tes  have l es s  than 40% su i tab le hab i ta t w i th in the i r

hom e ranges .  Given the condi tion o f these  owl  s i tes , the age of the s tand to be harvested, and the

proxim ity o f the harves t un i t to  two known owl  s i tes , the removal  o f 81 acres  o f forag ing habi ta t may

affect and is  l i ke ly to adverse ly affect the owl  pa i rs .  The USFWS concluded that l os s  o f 81 acres  o f

su i tab le hab i ta t would be un l ike ly to resu l t in  take due to harm  becaus e surveys  to da te in di ca te

only bar red owl  pre s en ce at these  two ac tivity centers , and spot ted owl  reproduction has  not

occurred in  the l as t s ix years .
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Northern Bald Eagle

No BEHAs  would be a ffec ted by the BLM or Weyco actions;  ne i ther would there  be any cumulat ive

effe cts .  The proposed action would not dis turb ba ld eagl es .
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4.2 ALTERNATIVE N o . 1 :  No  Ac ti on

4.2 .1  Iss ue No. 1: Road Construct ion, Road Use and Timber Harvesting Impacts on Water

Quality

Di rect and In di rect Effects:

Road Const ruction:  Th is  pro je ct would not prevent a tta inment o f the ACS Objectives  on federa l

l ands , becaus e no ground d is turb ing ac iti vity would occur.  No di rect or in di rect im pa cts  to water
qu al ity are  antic ipated becaus e no new roads  would be const ructed on BLM l ands .

U s e of Exis t ing R oads :  No di rect or in di rect im pa cts  to water qu al ity are  antic ipated becaus e no

exis t ing BLM roads  would be used.

Timber  Harvest ing:  No timber  harvest ing would occur on publ ic l ands .

Cu m ul ative  Effects:

New road const ruction exc lus ive ly on pr ivate  lands  would requ ire  an est imated le ng th o f greater

than one mi le  in  contrast to 0.8  mi le  under the Proposed  Action.  Th is  would invo lve const ruction
over s teep ly s loped  topography and four s t ream cross ings,  inc lud ing the fish  bear ing lower and

midd le  fork o f McCauley Cre ek.  The s hort  term  effect o f implem enting th is  a l ternative may be s om e

sedim entation to the s tream s  from the road const ruction operations.   Sedi m en ts  generated as  a
resu l t o f th is  ac tivity cou ld negative ly affect fish  in  McCauley Creek.

Higher ra tes  o f so i l  d isp lacem ent and eros ion  are  l ike ly under th is  a l ternative due to the s t rong
prob ab il ity o f employment o f a  downhi l l  yard ing timber  harves t system  on s teep ter ra in .  Because  of

th is  potentia l  eros ion, there  is  a  greater ri s k that sed im ent cou ld rea ch the ad jacent s tream s  by

over land flow or via  the cut s lope  d i tch l ine o f the newly const ructed roads  unti l  the Weyco harves t

un i t is  revegetated.

4.2 .2  Iss ue No. 1: Road Construct ion, Road Use and Timber Harvesting Impacts on

Threatened & Endange re d Species

Northern Spotted Owl

Di rect & In di rect Effects:

There  would be no di rect or in di rect effe cts  on BLM lands  due to hab i ta t modi f ica tion or di s turba nce
becaus e no road const ruction would occur a long wi th the ass oc ia ted harves t o f r ight-o f-way timber

on BLM l ands , and no BLM exis t ing roads  would be used.

Cu m ul ative  Effects:

The cumulat ive effe cts  would be s im i lar to the Proposed  Action.  There  is  a  cha nce  that the effe cts

could be greater than the Proposed  Action depending on the timing  o f the road const ruction and
harves t operations.   The greater le ng th o f requ i red road const ruction cou ld a l s o remove addi tiona l

d ispers a l  ha bi tat.

Northern Bald Eagle

The effe cts  would be s im i lar to the Proposed  Action.

4.3 Unaf fe cte d  Re sour ce s

The fo l lowing resources  are  e i ther not present or would not be a ffec ted by any o f the a l ternatives:  

Areas  o f Cr i tica l Envi ronmenta l Concern, pr ime  or un ique farm  l ands , floodpla ins , Native Amer ican

re l ig ious  concerns, cu l tura l res ources , a i r qu al ity, so l id  or hazardous  w as tes , invas ive or non native

s peci es , Wi ld and Scenic R ivers , Wi lderness , m in or ity popul ati ons , and low income popul ati ons .



12

5.0 CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

5.1 List o f  Pre pare rs

The fo l lowing BLM res ou rce s pe cial is ts  have examined  the a l ternatives  descr ibed in  th is

ass ess ment and have provided e i ther wr i tten or verba l input used  for deve lop ing effe cts  anal ys i s :

Partic ipant Ti tle Re s ou rce / D isc ip l ine

Je ff Apel Forester Engineering

Al ison  Center Wil dl ife  Bi ol og i s t Wil dl ife

Don Meckley Civi l  Engineering

Technician

Team  Le ad er/EA Wr i ter

Mike  Southa rd Archaeolog is t Cul tura l Resources

Steve Ste iner H ydro l og i s t Hydro logy and Soi ls

Ch uck Vosta l Fisher ies  Bi ol og i s t Fisher ies

Ron Wold Re al ty Specia l is t R ight-o f-Way Access

5.2 C o n su lt at io n

Wil dl ife

Pursuant to the Endangered Species  Act, formal  consu l ta tion was  completed wi th the U.S. Fish  and

Wil dl ife  Service (USFWS) on th is  proposed action. The USFWS iss ued a B io log ica l  Opin ion on May

15, 2002.  The proposed action is  cons idered a dis cretiona ry road r ight-o f-way covered under the

programm atic Bio log ica l  Opin ion 1-7-02-F-428 (Bureau of Land Management ’s Proposed FY

2002/2003 Program for the Issu an ce of R ight-o f-Way Author izat ions in  the Salem and Eugene

Di stricts, Oregon ).

Pursuant to th is  B io log ica l  Opin ion, USFWS negotia ted wi th Weyco to fur ther min im ize the

potentia l  im pa cts  o f the McCauley Creek harves t un i t o f 81 acres  o f su i tab le hab i ta t to  the Sm ith

Creek East and McCauley Creek owl  s i tes .  Surveys  in di ca te that the spot ted owl  pai rs  for these

two ac tivity centers  have not success fu l ly reproduced s in ce 1996, or before.

To fu l fi l l  Oregon Sta te Forest Practices  Act requ irem en ts , the Lower Fork and Midd le Fork o f

McCauley Creek wi l l  re ta in a  no -touch  buffer o f 100 feet and 70 fee t, respective ly.  Up land leave

trees  wi l l  be c lumped to buffer snags  located in  the center o f the un it.   Fo l lowing d iscus s ions  wi th

Weyco, an addi tiona l  number  o f leave trees  (10-15% of the leave tree requ irem en t) w i l l  be re ta ined

and provide an increased  buffer to the exis t ing r iparian and c lumped areas .

USFWS has  confi rmed  that they were  not concerned about the Row River 7105 harves t un i t and

chos e not to ne go tia te on the im pa cts .

Reasonable  and prudent meas ures  for avo id ing di s turba nce  to spot ted pai rs  and the i r progeny are

inc luded in  the proposed pro je ct des ign  features.  The BLM would provide WeyCo wi th m and atory

term s  and condi tions,  and the conservation recomm endations  conta ined in  the U.S. Fish  and

Wil dl ife  Service (FWS) b io log ica l op in ion for th is  ac tion invo lving effe cts  to threatened s peci es .

Fisher ies

Consul ta tion wi th the Nationa l  Oceanic and Atmos pher ic Admin is tra tion (NOAA) Fisher ies  is  not

requ i red for any o f the a l ternatives  analyzed here in .  Consul ta tion wi th NOAA Fisher ies  on the

Weyco proposed timber  harves t is  not requ i red.



13

5.3 Public  Part icipa tion

A publ ic no tice  adver tis ing  the avai la bi li ty o f th is  EA and prel im ina ry FONSI appeared in  the Eugene

Reg is ter-Guard on May 21, 2003.  Addi tiona l ly, th is  envi ronmenta l ass ess ment was  sent  to the

fo l lowing m em bers  o f the publ ic and organizations:

Caro l Logan, Ka lapooya Sacred Ci rcle

All ia nce

Chad Hanson, John Mui r Proj ect

Char les  and Reida K imm el

Confederated Tr ibes  o f the Si le tz

Confederated Tr ibes  o f the Grande Ronde

Cra ig Tupper

David S imone

James  Johnston

Jan Wroncy

J im  Goodp as ture

John Bia nco

John Poynter

Kris  and John Ward

Lane Co un ty Land Management

Leroy Pru itt

Mol ly Widmer

Neal  Mi l le r

Oregon De pt.  o f Fores try

Oregon De pt.  o f Fish  and Wil dl ife

Oregon De pt.  o f Envi ronmenta l Qua li ty

Oregon Natura l Resources  Counc i l

Pam He wi tt

Peter Saraceno

Rob ert Davison, Wil dl ife  Management Ins titu te

Ros ebu rg Forest Pro du cts

Sierra  Club - Many Rivers  Group

Swanson Group, Inc.

The Paci fic Rivers  Counc i l

Tom  Stave, U of O Lib rary

Weyerhaeuser Company
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1792A

OR-090-EA-03-10

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

BUR EAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

EUGENE DISTRICT OFFICE

Find ing o f No Sign i ficant Im pa ct

for

Amendm ent to O&C Logging Road Right-o f-Way Permi t  E-476 

and Right-o f-Way & Road U s e Agreement E-476

Determinat ion:

On the bas is  o f the in format ion conta ined in  the Envi ronmenta l Ass ess ment , (OR-090-EA-03-10)

and a l l  o ther in format ion ava i lab le to me,  i t i s  m y determinat ion that implem entation o f the

proposed action or a l ternative wi l l  not have s ign i f icant envi ronmenta l im pa cts  not a l ready

address ed in  the Reco rd o f Dec ision (ROD) for Am en dm en ts to Forest Servi ce and Bureau of

Land Management P lann ing Do cum en ts Wi th in the Range of the Northe rn Spotted Owl  (Apr i l

1994) and the Eugene Di strict Reco rd o f Dec ision and Re sou rce Management P lan (June 1995)

as  amended  by the Reco rd o f Dec ision (ROD) for Amendm ent to the Survey & Manage,

Protection Buffer, and other Mi tigation Measures Standards and Guid el in es, Janu ary 2001.

Envi ronmenta l Ass ess ment OR 090-EA-03-10 is  in  con form an ce wi th the above do cum en ts  and

does  no t, in  and of its el f, cons titu te a major  federa l ac tion having s ign i f icant effect on the human

en viron m en t. Therefore, a  new envi ronmenta l im pa ct s ta tement (EIS) or supplem ent to the

exis t ing EIS is  unn eces s ary and wi l l  not be prepared.

Fie ld Mana ger,  Upper Wil la m ette  Re s ou rce Area Da te
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